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Abstract  
The usefulness of a language transcends the ordinary day to day discourse. 
Also we cannot hold any language to have only communication as its only 
function. In its form and nature, language belongs to human beings who apply 
the language, interpret, symbolize, encode and decode the elements of the 
language. Animals do not speak and so language of any type has been 
exclusively reserved for human beings. French language therefore, has been 
inherited by other parts of the world through colonization, French revolution 
of 1789 and of the religious crisis of 17th century in France. To Africa, 
colonization brought French language here which has as well spread to 
Anglophone countries in Africa like Nigeria, Ghana Kenya, Zimbabwe etc. The 
presence of French language in any of these Anglophone countries carries 
tremendous and rapid national development or transformation. The area that 
could witness these tremendous development and transformation through 
French language include the followings: Technological transformation, 
political, economical, socio-cultural and scientific transformation.     

 
 
 Language of any sort, be it local, international or lingua franca of any nation 
has been seen as an instrument of development and transformation. Language in general 
is the instrument of communication used by human beings to express whatever thing 
that affects them. Language at the national level is the instrument of debate and 
dialogue which paves way for people to be heard and understand. Resolutions come up 
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through dialogues and debates which usher in development and national transformation. 
French language which has its origin from France has contributed greatly to France’s 
massive and tremendous development. France as one knows is a supper power in the 
world. Its language no doubt has always been a key factor in placing it above board. 
French language has contributed in making France a developed and industrialized 
nation also.  
 
 The presence of French language in an Anglophone country like Nigeria no 
doubt will speed up the present government’s transformation agenda. Anyadike (2006) 
stated that: ‘‘French language is a language of a civilized and developed country 
France. This language encourages development of human beings anywhere it is 
deposited. The establishment of Alliance Française in Anglophone countries helps in 
training manpower in the language and in cultural exchange’’ (p.76) French language 
and national transformation is the focus of this paper. The question here is can French 
language be an instrument of national development and transformation in Nigeria? The 
answer to this question is “YES’’. French language comes from a country that is highly 
developed and industrialized, the adoption and the acceptance of the language in 
Nigeria will definitely put the country on the fast track of national transformation and 
development. 
 
 Sidike (2009) expressed that: “French system of government in Africa is 
assimilation. This system of government enables France to deposit her language in 
Africa and also to extend development in African continent’’ (p.120). French language 
therefore carries with it immense and tremendous transformation and development. This 
transformation that is being talked about is a positive change. This is the target of 
Nigeria as a country to be like the great nations of the world like France, Britain, China 
Germany, Russia etc. who have developed or have been greatly transformed to a greater 
height. French language as an international language definitely will speed up the 
national transformation in the areas already listed in the abstract of this paper.  
 
French Language and World Development 
 Without missing words, France who is the owner of French language has 
influenced the world positively through her language and her other development 
processes. It is a reality to state categorically here that France occupies a very important 
and vital position in the world. The position of France as a supper power and an 
industrialized nation in the world positioned her well in the international politics of the 
world.         
 
 Girardet and Jean (2004) stated that:  
 

Quebec a province of Canada was in the 17th Century one of the principal 
colonies established by French Kings in North America. Although it later 
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became an English speaking country in 1763 till the independence of Canada 
in 1931. French language was guided and spoken till today by 80% of the 
population of Quebec. (P.250), 

 
The usefulness of French language, truly propelled Quebec to guide and protect 

French language in their land. They even made it be one of the official languages of 
Canada. French language in Quebec did as well become an instrument of 
communication in their land till date. French language is not only spoken in Quebec, but 
the language has spread through out the world. Countries in Africa had their fair share 
of the language through colonization. France dominated greater part of Africa during 
the colonial period. Twenty one countries in Africa were French colonies or were 
colonized by France. These countries are known as francophone countries and these 
include Nigeria’s neighboring countries like Cameroon, Chad, Niger and Benin 
Republic. The adoption of French language by Nigeria will not only bring up greater 
national transformation but this will go a long way in placing Nigeria at an 
advantageous position in African and in the world politics. This paper will be 
incomplete if one fails to state categorically that French language which ranks number 
two in the world politics is also associated with many developments in the world. It is 
the wish of this paper to state also that French language in Nigeria will accelerate 
national development and transformation which it has done in France and in Canada. 
 
French Language and National Transformation 
 The teaching and learning of French language by Nigerians can not be a thing 
of waste. Definitely, Nigerians know that they have a lot to gain by accepting French 
language as another official language in the country. Despite the fact that it will enhance 
communication between Nigeria and her francophone neighbouring countries, it will 
open the door of development and national transformation. This language has projected 
France to the limelight. France has triumphed in every endeavor of life through her 
language (i.e. French). In local and international politics, France has distinguished 
herself economically, socially, scientifically, technologically etc, France has been a 
world power and the presence of French language in Nigeria will automatically carry 
along side with it the developmental and the transformational needs of the country. 
France therefore, will be obliged to transfer their technological, political, social and 
scientific know-how to Nigeria. Pierre (2008) stated that: “French system of 
government is the type that encourages development in the francophone world and this 
is not denied of any Anglophone country that embraces French. The establishment of 
French cultural centres and Alliance Française in Anglophone countries is geared 
towards development” (P.123).  
 
 French language in Nigeria therefore, enhances national transformation and 
development. The areas of development and transformation expected to be gotten 
through French language include the following  
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1. Technological transformation  
2. Political transformation  
3. Economical transformation  
4. Socio-cultural transformation  
5. Scientific transformation 
 
Technological Transformation  
 French language will entrench technological transformation into Nigeria. It has 
been the need of Nigeria and her citizens to be technologically advanced. This definitely 
will bring industrialization to the nation. The presence of French language or the study 
and teaching of French language in this country opens the gate of technological 
transformation. France is a developed nation that is highly advanced in technology; they 
extend their technical know-how to places where their language is spoken. Through 
French language, transfer of technical knowledge is made possible. Research into 
technological know-how of France by Nigerians will not be hindered or hampered. 
Pierre (2008) explained that: “France is developed, scientifically and technologically. 
They are ready to collaborate with any nation that needs technological development 
from them’’ (p.150). 
 
 It is obvious to note here that immediately French language becomes absolutely 
another official language of this country, it is not only the communicative horizon that 
will open. Ability to communicate opens the door of research through the language into 
technological development of France. Olubanjo (2010) stated that:  
 

The presence of French language and French establishments not only throw in 
developments where they are found in any Anglophone country, it makes way 
for exchange of ideas and knowledge which benefit the host country or 
countries, thus leading to development’’ (p.95). 

 
Political Transformation  
 When one talks about the benefits or advantages associated in grasping French 
language, it does not end only in transforming a country technologically. French 
language also brings in political transformation. France who owns the language is also 
advanced politically and in political ideas. France is in its 5th republic since the great 
French revolution of 1789. This year 1789 marked the beginning for the respect for 
human rights (le respect de droits de l’homme). The revolution of 1789 entrenched the 
bourgeois into power; France has been practicing democratic system of government. 
Democratic system of government is practiced in every country colonized by France, 
including Francophone countries. Anglophone countries, where French is spoken stand 
the opportunity of gaining politically from France. France in her magnanimity will give 
their political ideologies to Anglophone countries who speak French. It is worthy to 
note that France wades into any country where there is political unrest to maintain 
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peace. The knowledge of French also goes along way in placing Nigeria higher in 
international politics. With the knowledge of French language, the quest for Nigeria’s 
permanent position in the UN Security Council will be made possible. Indeed French 
language will accord Nigeria speedy political transformation. The democracy that is still 
nursing in Nigeria needs the help of France in giving us their political ideologies that 
have kept them steady fast in politics and development since 1789. France has produced 
great philosophers and politicians of great repute whose ideologies and theories could 
be given to Nigeria through French language.  
 
Anyanwu (2006) stated that: 
 

French language is not only a language but also an important instrument of 
development. France in spreading her language has brought numerous 
developments to Anglophone countries. The establishment of Alliance 
Française in most African countries is such a contribution which has enhanced 
development in Africa. (p.77).  

 
Economical Transformation 
 The economy of the nation of Nigeria will be transformed through French 
language. Citizens who acquire the language will be free to engage in international 
market without the need of an interpreter in the language Nigerians who have 
knowledge of the language will stand the advantage of going to business trips to France 
and any other French speaking countries. As these Nigerians involve in business and 
trade, either by exporting our numerous products or by importing, the nation will be 
economical buoyant and this leads to economic transformation.  

 
Foreign partners from French countries can be attracted to bring up business or 

to establish some business ventures or industries in the country. The knowledge of 
French language by Nigerians will attract business men and women from French 
countries to feel at home in communicating and discussing for business without an 
interpreter or a translator. These French companies or industries established, will 
definitely boast our employment and place bread on the table of many idle youths 
thereby improving life standard and transforming the economy of the nation.     French 
language therefore, encourages economic transformation in Nigeria if we should 
embrace the language.  
 
Socio-Cultural Transformation  
 When we talk about socio-cultural issues, what comes to mind immediately are 
sports and tourism. These two things enrich countries and transform them into 
development.  
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Tourism: This refers to visits or travels to places of historic events, natural events, 
monuments, five star hotels etc with a view to spending some days, weeks or months. 
Payments are made in these areas before people could be allowed access to visit the 
areas mentioned above. Some of the tourist areas in Nigeria include the following: 
Ogbunike Cave, Yankari games reserve, Azu mmiri Blue River in Abia, Obudu cattle 
ranch etc. French men and women are known for enjoying life. They love these areas of 
attraction in Nigeria. The ability to express ourselves freely in French language will 
encourage the French people to be visiting our touristic centres.  
 
 Tourism therefore, should be encouraged in Nigeria as it is a great source of 
revenue. As the foreigners keep coming on side seeing, some good cultural aspects of 
their life is learnt or emulated by our people thereby enriching and transforming our 
culture.  
 
Sports: Sports speak one language that is friendliness. Sports have been the greatest 
instruments that bind people into one family. Jacque (1999) said that: “sports establish 
friendly rapport among nations of the world. French language permits people to listen to 
French commentaries in sports and to read French sports journals” (p.156) A Nigerian 
who speaks the language and who is into sports will not have difficulty in integrating 
into the sports world of any French country. He or she becomes employed there and 
earns foreign currency for our nation. 
 
Scientific Transformation  
 Nigeria is desperately in need of scientific development. This therefore can 
come from developed countries like Britain, and America. Further scientific 
development can come from France because it is a developed and scientific nation. 
Nigerian Engineers who are French literates can therefore go for further studies and 
researches in France for updating their scientific knowledge. This situation definitely 
encourages scientific transformation in our country Nigeria. 
 
Medical Transformation  
 We cannot finish talking about scientific transformation without talking about 
medical advancement or transformation. The exchange of medical ideas is very 
important especially as it refers to good and sound health. There are various diseases 
that can be well treated with medications fabricated in France. Our Nigeria Doctors who 
can read and write French language stand at an advantage of knowing the prescriptions 
of these medicines made in France. This leads to breakthroughs in the medical and 
scientific fields.  
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Conclusion  
Language is a great instrument of communication and interaction by man. The 

effectiveness and usefulness of any language cannot be overstressed. French language is 
one of the languages of the world. The language has its origin from France and France 
has become a developed nation and a super power through the language. The language 
as we know has spread throughout the world due to many reasons. The French language 
in our country will turn to be an instrument of development and national transformation. 
The language will enable our researchers to have access to reading and researching into 
French works, theories and ideologies which will develop the nation technologically 
and scientifically. French knowledge and technical know-how will be transferred to 
Nigeria. France which is highly developed in science and technology, politics, socio-
cultural and sports would be highly disposed to extend their development to Nigeria.    
 
Recommendations  
 Without missing words, French language brings development and national 
transformation. The benefits of French language do not limit itself to communication, 
but it transcends that it goes beyond ordinary day to day discourse in our life. For 
speedy national transformation, French language should be embraced by all in Nigeria. 
If French language is accorded the right place in Nigeria, our national transformation 
will know no bound. To this therefore, this paper recommends to the government to 
enhance the working conditions of French teachers in the country from primary school 
level to tertiary level. French teachers should be engaged in refresher courses abroad 
especially in France. Students of French language should also be motivated to study the 
language. Government should grant the French students bursaries and scholarships to 
enable them study the language. The French students should also be given the 
opportunity to go one year abroad course in France. It is also recommended that French 
language should be made compulsory for all professional courses in Nigeria.  
 

This will enable Nigerian professionals to research in French language as to tap 
their technological and scientific ideas which will enhance our national development 
and transformation. 
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